
ASODISPIE PAINTING PROJECT  

ASODISPIE is located in Piedecuesta, a 30 minute taxi ride from our apartment in Bucaramanga. CAPD is financing their paintin g p roject for the second 

year. The students are improving in their technique and becoming increasingly confident in their abilities under the leadersh ip of their teacher, Alberto 

Mantilla. Also assisting the program is a Canadian volunteer, Straja Linder -King, art therapist in Calgary. She is a virtual vol unteer who converses using 

SKYPE and visualizes the paintings on You Tube.  ASODISPIE hopes to make a calendar for sale featuring some of the paintings.  I will show you just a 

small sampling of the work the students are doing.  

Some of the students 

have progressed to the 

stage where they copy 

masters such as Picasso.  

The girl on the left has 

chosen to add a reflec-

tion of the image at the 

bottom of the painting.  

 

Yury (right) loves to 

paint and is always 

pleased to show her 

work.  

 

 

 

 

 

Wilbur (left) is a  faithful 

attendee and a serious 

painter. He has made 

very good progress.  

 

Nellie (right) likes to 

work with colour, and 

lines. She does her own 

thing and enjoys it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Oscar (left) is a painter 

and the manager of the 

painting program. He has 

painted a number of pic-

tures for sale in Calgary.  

 

Sebastian (right) enjoys 

painting and, as you can 

see, he is quite good at 

it.  

 

FILTER PROJECT  

Bob has a second filter project, this one with the Ruitoque Rotary Club, to install 100 filters with families in the Mesa de los  Santos. The  Ruitoque Club 

contracted ASODISPIE to build and install the filters.  To date, 70 filters have been constructed but the media remains to be  pr epared for delivery. Bob is 

working hard with both the Club and ASODISPIE to insure the best possible result. The picture below left shows Henry in the s tri ped shirt (ASODISPIE 

President) and Oscar in white (treasurer). Freddy, the man in the black T -shirt is responsible for much of the heavy work. His d isability is a limitation of 

hearing but his body is strong and his spirit willing!  Below right you get a better view of the filters that will be install ed in November.  

ASODISPIE is taking training in production projects that can be developed into small businesses. They are learning to make ca ndl es (see examples below) 

and liquid soaps. Their partners in the candle and soap project are Eco Petrol, SENA and the Universidad Industrial de Santan der .  

Finding a way to generate income is a necessity for many people with disability. They are at a disadvantage because they are not  vocationally trained. 

This is largely due to the state of affairs when they were young, that is lack of integration of children into the school sys tem  and poverty. Learning skills 

through projects is one way to provide training leading to a better quality of life.  

FUN TIMES  

Bob and I do try to lighten up on occasion as demonstrated by the pictures below. Bob looks like a credible partner on the da nce  floor (below left) at a 

friend´s 60th birthday party. It was a terrific party! River tubing in a town called Curiti  was also lots of fun (below righ t).  Curiti has a number of very 

good handicraft stores  that sell purses and shoes made of FIQUE, a fibre that is locally grown. They weave and crotchet this  fibre into very attractive 

items. I bought some purses to bring home to show you.  

Bob and I are planning to take a week´s vacation (this is amazing news) to celebrate our 35th wedding anniversary. We will tr ave l to Colombia´s coffee 

zone, which is reputed to be very beautiful. I will be sure to take some pictures!  

Until the next time,  

Marlene  

PRODUCTION PROJECT  


